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YOU CAN'T EAT BOOKS. Mrs. Elizabeth Edghill, formerly of the Harris 
Com.ty Library has written an oxciting and inspiring article about 
ae ele service, It appeared in the March 23 issue of The 
& a Evoni ag Poste The article is called "You Can't Eat Books" 

S$ accompaniod by two interesting photographs. 
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CLEARING HOUSE SERVICE. The Texas State Library is eager to increase 
its services as a clearing house for library information for the libraries 
of Texase Calls are constantly coming in for information about the various 
phases of library work, and the procedures used by other libraries over | 
the State in handling them. Whenever a new feeture is added to your li- 
brary, please send detailed information to the Texas State Library. The 
demand for statistics, photographs, service to Negroes and descriptions 
of libraries is pressing. Besides the above mentioned, the Texas State 
Library is eager to compile information from the various libraries on 
changes in rules and resulations, activities in the children's room, and 
any other interesting and vital features. 
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COUNTY LIBRARY EXAMINATION. The next county library examination will 
be held by the Texas State roard of Library Examiners at their. respective 
libraries on May 17 and 18. Candidates for the examination must have 
thorough library training obtained in a library school or a library of 
good standing approved by the State Board of Library Examiners. The 
application for the county library examination, furnished by the Board, 
must be in the hands of the Chaifman by May 3, 1940. For further information 
write Fannie M. Wilcox, Chairman, Texas State Library, Austin. 
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STATE-AID TO PUBLIC LIBRARIES. In proposing state-aid for libraries, 
it is not and should not be looked upon as a new responsibility which the 
state is being asked to assume, but it is simply asking the state to assume 
part of the obligation of making provision for universal free public library 
service in the same manner as it has made provision for universal free 
public education = a principle which is essential in a democracy. 

Since one of the basic arguments in favor of state-aid to libraries 
rests on the assumption that the welfare of democracy is dependent in large 
measure, upon the availability of printed matter to the citizens of the state, 
the responsibility of the libraries in providing the books and other reading 
matter necessary to insure intelligent participation in governmental affairs 
is a double one, Free access to the literature of the times is certainly 
one of the best guarantees that the participating members of our democracy 
will also-.be well inférmed and intelligent members, 

It is then necessary for the libraries to seek the financial support 
which will enable them to procure the library materials, and it is the 
responsibility of the libraries to select their material without prejudice 
and to keep the literature which will represent all sides of questions on 
which differences of opinion may exist. Both of these responsibilities 
have been recognized and the steps toward the realization of both receives 
much consideration from librarians and their governing boards, 
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TEXAS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION MEETING. Texas Library’ Association will 
hold its annual meeting in Fort Worth, Texas, May 1,2,3,and 4. Head- 


quarters will be in the Blackstone Hotel. The program has not yet been 
released.s 
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NEWSPAPER PUBLICITY. It is gratifying to find that Texas librarians 
aré using newspapers for publicity purposes quite extensively. Between 
the dates of November 1, 1939, and March 1, 1940, the Texas State Library 
received from a commercial clipping bureau 580 newspaper clippvings about 
library activity in Texas. This publicity came from every type of library 
in the State and dealt with a variety of sudjects, It is interesting to 
note that the subject used most widely had to do with library statistics, 
ie@einformation about book circulation, number of borrowers, number of 
Tew books, bookmobile stops, finances, etc. There were 96 such clippings 
in the groupe Sixty-three of the items dealt with new buildings or building im- 
provement going on over the Texas library field. General library publicity 
such as editorials, etc., was the subject of 56 of the articles. Other 
popular subjects were library activities such as programs, teas, etc., 
gifts, board meetings and appointments, library meetings, plans for 
library establishment, funds, new services offered by the library, announce- 
ment of hours, appointments of librarians, and booklists. 
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EX OFFICIO LIBRARY COMMITTEE. In an effort to co-ordinate library 
activity in the state of Texas an ex officio library committee known as 
the Texas Joint Committee for Library Action has just been organized. It 
was evident that various forces over the state which were interested and 
working for library extension and improvement should be brought together 
to coordinate all energies and plans. During February Miss Fannie M, 
Wilcox, the State Librarian, began planning the formation of the ex-officio 
committee for coordinated action. A mecting was called for Larch 3, and 
included the following people: 
Librarian, Texas State Library, Fannie Me Wilcox 
Extension Director, Texas Stato Library, Dorothy C. jeicoaie 
President, Texas State Library Association, J. S. Ibbotson, Librarian, 
Rosenborg Library, Galveston 
Chairman, Legislative Committee, Toxas Library Association, Harry 
Ne Peterson, Librarian, Fort Worth Public Library 
Supervison, Stato-wide WPA Library Project, Arthur R, Curry 
President, People's Library Movement, (not yet chosen) 
Chairman, County Section, Texas Library Association, Juanima Wells, 
Bexar County Library, San Antonio 
Chairman, Library Section, State Teachers' Association, Margaret Sheers, 
Amarillo Senior High School, Amarillo 
Shortly after the moecting had boen called a letter from Mr. Ralph Munn, 
President of A. L. A. calling attention to similar action in other states: 
showed also that AseLeAe favors the namo Joint Committee for Library Action. 
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SOUTHWESTERN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. The Southwestern Library Association 
will moet in Albuquerque, Now Mexico, October 2-5, 1940. Officers of the 
association are President = Dorothy Amann, Southern Methodist University, 
Dallas, Texas; First Vice President = Deborah Abramson, Louisiana Library 
Commission, Baton Rouge, Louisiana; Second Vice President - Mrs. Mabel 
Peacock, Carnegie Library, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma; Secretary - Freda A. 
Conrad, Public Library, Albuquerque, New Mexico; Treasurer = Robert J. 

Usher, Howard Memorial Library, Now Orleans, Louisiana. 
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CHALLENGE TO LIBRARIES. John Chancellor, A. Le As Adult Education 
Specialist, in an article in the Library Journal for January 15, entitled 
"Mass Education and the Public Library," presents a challenge to library 
service to justify itself as an educational force. He says: “The really 
effective educators of the masses today in the United States are the press, 
the motion picture, and the radio, none of which regards itself charged 
with on educational obligation primarily. There are certain characteristics 
in this situation that are cause for the concern of sincere educators, They 
are briefly: the fact that in those three major agencies profit largely 
determines policy; that amusement is of morc concern than education; that, 
in the case of the press at least, partisan propaganda is condonede.. 

Often we may forget the present limited effectiveness of the library 
and the small proportion of the population with whom it has educational 
influence. When we make all these subtractions - for the third or more of 
the population that has no library service, for the 70 % of the remainder 
who practically never use it, and for the 85% of this remainder who use it 
for amusement or in connection with their jobs =- we aro forced to be 
moderate in our claims of the value of the library in the fields of popular 
enlightment and education for democracy. 

There are, of course, other facts which somewhat temper these harsh 
conclusions, such as: frequent instances of furnishing information or 
inspiration to some pivotal person who multiplies its influence a thousand 
foldees 

In order, however, to visualize more clearly this potential contribution 
(of the library), let us examine those several characteristics which the 
public library has acquired in the course of its evolution which seem to 
be obstacles in the path of greater educational service to the adult masses, 

Perhaps the first and most important of these obstacles is that the 
library's philosophy and routines are builé& primarily around the bookee. 

For sevoral reasons books are less servicable in mass or popular education 
than certain other forms of communication of knowlcdgceee For half of the 
adult readers of the country there aro few books, cxcopt some fiction, a 
little biography, and a still fower number of travel books, that can be 

read with satisfaction by more than « sixth of our litcrate population. 
Furthermore, books are too long. Most people are too busy or too intcrested 
in the many socially important topics on which they should have some primary 
information to be willing to road a long book about each of them.e. Another 
reason is that books arc too cxpensive to produce and distribute on a mass 
scale. 

A second hindoring library characteristic "is what might be callod the 
presorvation habit," which tonds to cxclude the popular education aspeot 
of a program. “It undorlies the reference routines which dominate many 
library procedures." 

Still another inheritance from tho so-called "socicty" librarios of 
the last contury is o revoronce for the literary traditions. Many trustecs 
and libraries still chorish an ideal of a tomple for belles lettres. The 
educational demands of a democracy put first emphasis on more prosaic mattors 
social sciences, natural scionces, useful arts, written with first regard 
for simplicity and usability and for beauty only sccondarilye 

A fourth and last condition of the public library which hampers it soriousty 
is its povortye 

So much for the hamdicaps. Tho library also has certwin characteristics 
which are very much in its favor as an agency for popular eduoation in a 
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democracy. Foremost among these is the tradition of being a plain people's 
institution. Another favorable aspect, closely related to the character= 
istic of informality, is the increased tendency of the library to become a 
meeting center. It houses lectures, forums, discussion club8s..concerts, 
educational motion pictures, listening rooms for radio broadcastsee.e 
exhibitions of various kinds; it is an information center about meetings 
and educational opportunities elsewhere in the city. 

In conclusion then, it would seem that the library mainly needs some 
new techniques and standards to be useful as an agency for mass education, 
It need not discard the book entirely in favor of the pamphlet or the 
newspaper, but it needs rather to utilize not only pamphlet, magazine, 
and newspaver but also the motion picture and the radio as primers and 
as stimulators for beginners. The book is the ultimate zoal. 

The ultimate objective in the library must be informal education 
rather than mere book distribution. 

Such a program will require more operation fundseee, but it is likely 
that funds will be forthcoming when such a service actually begins to 
reach the masses and help them solve not only the problems of their 
everyday personal lives but the problems of the nation as well, William 
S. Learned has aptly said in this connection: "Fortunately,..ethe wiser 
and more far-sighted library service becomes, the more generously and 
permamently it is recognized and supported. Men realize the source of a 
timely and helpful idea as unerrinsly and gratefully as they remember 
the source of palatable food, and they support agencies that guide them 
to such ideas." 
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AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE. The 1940 annual conference 
of the American Library Association will be held in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
during the week of May 26. Preceding the mceting there will be a conference 
on County and Regional Library work held at the Alms Hotcl, May 24=26, 
Attendance at this meeting has been limited to 150 and a registration fee 
of $5.00 will be charged. 
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AGENCIES INFLUENCING LIBRARY ESTABLISHIENT. Ina recent questionnaire 
sent out by the Texas State Library to determine what agoncies were most 
influential in public library establishment throughout the State, the follow- 
ing results were obtained: (There is no doubt some overlapping) 

Local study clubs Aided in 40 instances 

Citizens’ groups _ - 2 ” 

City federated clubs ' 16 . 

County commissionors’ courts s 

City or county P.-T,A. 12 ” 

Toxas State Library 12 ° 

Others (individuals)° a " 

County federated clubs . 8 " 

Agricultural groups 4 - 

Chambers of Commerce R 

Works Projects Administration 7 

American Library /ssociation . 

People's Library Movement . 
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LIBRARIES ALONE CAN DO THIS, "As things are, in the world as it is, 
we can either attempt to educate the people of this country = all the 
people of this country - to the value of the democratic tradition they have 
inherited, and so admit them to its enjoyment, or we can watch some of the 
people of this country destroy that tradition for the rest. 

It is this issue, as I see it, which is presented to American librariés, 
for it is upon American libraries: that the burden of this education must. 
fall. It cannot fall upon the schools. There is no longer time to await 
the education of a new generation which will come in due course to a more 
enlightened maturity. It cannot be left to the newspapers or the magazines, 
however earnest their protestations of honesty and disinterestedness. 

There are honest publishers, but there’are no disinterested publishers and 
thero never will be. It cannot, even more obviously, be left to the 
motion pictures or the radio. The radio's notion of disinterestedness is 
equal time to both sides regardless of the sides; the moving picture's 
notion of disinterestedness is silence. But the burdon CAN be entrusted 
to the libraries. The libraries and the libraries alone can carry it. 
The libraries alone are capable of acting diroctly upon the present adult 
generation. The libraries alono are staffed by people whose disinterested- 
ness is beyond suspicioneee The libraries, in brief, are the only in- 
stitutions in American life capable of opening to the citizens of the 
Republic a knowledge of the wealth and richness of the culture which a 
century and a half of democratic life has produced." ? 

From "Libraries in the Contemporary Crisis",. by 
Archibald MacLeish, The Library Journal, Nov.25,1939 



















=-O= 


CHANGES IN PERSONNEL. Miss Mary Forrest, kibrarian of the Jacksonville 
Public Library resigned March 15, to be married. Mrs. Fred Fuller has been 
named librarian. : 

Mrs. Thomas Blagley, formerly Margaret Sims, resigned as librarian of 
the Carnogie Public Library, Bryan, Toxas, and is now employed in the Harris 
County Library, Houston, Texas. Mrs. Lenora Hooker has been named librarian 
of the Carnegie Library in Brynn, 
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NEW BRANCH LIBRARY. On February 23, 1940, the Borger branch of the 
Hutchinson County Library had its formal opening. This new library is 
constructed of emulsificd adobie (known as bitudobe) in Spanish type 
architecture and is the first of its type to be crectcd in the Panhandle. 

It has the most up to date equipment and is now filling the noeds of 
the people of the community. 


Congratulations, Hutchinson County and Librarian Cagle Smith! 
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ANNIVERSARY OF PRINTING. In January the El Paso Public Library 
celebrated the 500th annivorsary of the invention of printing from movable 
typee A special casc was devoted to historical printing in Moxico. Modern 
press work in contrast to printing 50 years ago was also exhibited. The 
fundamental theme of the observance was "Thc Relation of Printing to Life." 
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INTERNATIONAL GOOD WILL. Promotion of good will and spreading of 
culture botween the pcople of both the Americas has becomo a definite 
project of the Houston Public Library, which roceivod a New Year's 
greeting from the Cultural Institute of Argontina and North America, 

In carrying out its part of encouraging friendship between North 
and South Amorica the institute has for a number of years sent many of 
its publications of various Argentine gévernment agencies to the Houston 
librarye 

The library also received as a gift from the author a copy of Je 
Montell Olvecra's "First Yearbook of the Latin-American Population of 
Toxas," which discusses probloms of Latin-American Texans and lists 
their commercial cnterpriscs. 

An overwhelming intcrest in South America has been shown during the 
past fow months at the library by readers whose attontion has been 
drawn to this hemisphere by tho Buropean situation. 
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"MOTHER'S ROOM." The public library in Youngstown, Ohio, has a 
service that is quite unique in that it is the first of its kind estab- 
lished in this country, or for that matter, in the world. Tho spocial 
servico is in the form of a "Mother's Room". This room is planned to 
aid parents from the time their children are little until they are grown. 
It has been extensively used by the parent-teacher associations and 
mothers' clubs. 
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FEDERAL AID. Word has been received from Forrest B. Spaulding, 
Chairman, Ae Ae Le Ae Committec on Fedoral Relations, that there is no 
chance for the passage of the Fedcral Aid to Education bill S. 1305 
at this scssion of Congress. 

According to Mr. Spaulding both the sponsors of the bill, Senator 
Thomas and Senator Harrison, focl that a vote this year is unwisve 
Friendly senators want to keep their economy record clear and feel 
generally that even with Senate action favorable the bill would not be 
brought up in the House at this session. A negative vote now would bo 
a handicap in the future, Senotor Thomas bolicvese Both senators 
sponsoring the bill belicve that it can be passed in the next session. 


er 


RURAL LIBRARY SERVICE. "Rural Library Service", Farmors' Bulletin 
No, 1847 has been issued by the U. S. Department of Agriculture. This 
was prepared with the cooperation of the Ae Le Ae Public Library Division 
and is now roady for distribution. The bulletin which is a presentation of 
the increasing need for extending library service to rural areas, reports 
Specific oxamples of the use made of existing county and regional 
librarics, and suggests definite ways in which rural service may be 
promoted, including state and fedcral aide All who are interested may 
obtain copics through their congrossmon. 
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SURVEY OF THE TEXAS STATE LIBRARY. The Texas State Library is now 
one hundred years old and the appropriation has only grown from the 
original $10,000 to the present annual appropriation of $37,524. It is 
now imperative that forceful united effort be made to strengthen the 
library 86 that it can function effectively in the position for which it 
was createds ttre Pa 

Within the next few months, throuch the cooperation of the Texas 
Library and Historical Commission, the Texas Library Association and the 
State Librarian, a survey of the Texas State Library will be made. The 
American Library Association will be the surveying agent and the survey 
will be made by the most competent and experienced surveyers in state 
library fields. 

The survey will be financed through the efforts of the Texas Li- 
brary Association, and will cost approximately $1,500. 

The purpose of the survey is to bring together facts which are 
needed to formulate constructive reoommendations to the Texas Legislature, 
and to strengthen the program of extending library service to all Texans. 
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THE GRAPES OF WRATH. "Ever since the printed word became a reality 
there have been attempts to suppress writings that offended the taste or 
the viewpoint of some people. Currently, suppression has reached a new 
high with the publication of John Steinbeck's Grapes of wrath. Last fall 
three copies of this book were ordered burned by the library board of 
East Ste Louis. The National Council of Censorship criticized the burning 
in a telegram to the Board which stated that the act “condemns itself as 
a parallel to recent acts of totalitarian governments, Instead of burning 
the book, mare copies shoulc be made available for what your own librarian 
described as ‘the waiting list longer than for any other book in recent 
history'." The Board later rescinded its resolution which had aroused 
nationwide criticism. 

The National Council also urged the City Library Committee of 
Camden, lle Je, to lift its ban on Grapes of wrathe In a telegram to the 
Committee, the Council stated: "The report that you have imposed a 
censorship on the novel, The grapes of wrath by failing to obtain copies 
for circulation despite wide demand, invitos condemnation by all defonders 
of freedom of oxpressionee. Adult citizens in a democracy are entitled to 


free access to published works dealing with any subject, whether or not 
controversial," 





























These incidents serve to focus attention anew on a growing tendency 
in this direction. It has been only recently that the Council of the 
American Library Association, mindful of the growing intolerance, sup- 
pression of free speech, and censorship affecting the rights of minorities 
and individuals, promulgated the library's Bill of Rights. 

No library board should arrogate to itself the right to censor the 
readings of others by suppressine books because they contain a point of 
view or form of language with which it disagrees. 

Who is competent to say what is or what is not harmful reading for 
someone else? No two individuals think alike or react in the same wy. 
While one reader may find a book thought-provoking and believe that it 
gives him a botter understanding of the world in which he lives, another 
may find the same book only degrading and nasty. Surely, the worth or 
otherwise of a book - its beauty or vulgarity, its greatness or cheapness- 
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must always depend upon the mind which the reader brings to ite 

There may be excellent and justifiable reasons for exercising 
supervision over adolescent readers. The public library has a responsibil- 
ity for’ the immature reader of school age whose mind is still in the 
forrativyo process, but the practice of suppression or censorship is in- 
defensible in the selection of books for adult readers. It can be de- 
fenicionly in the case of salacious or pornographic books primarily written 
for taat effect. 

The public library as an ohuiiinlieeh institution supported by all the 
taxpayers has an obligation to make Grapes of wrath available to its 
reading public in the same mannor that it provides books for those who 
never rise above the reading level of the Harrold Bell Wright type of booke 

A book . such as crepes of wrath should be considered for purchase ~ 
solely on its merits. it shoulc be evaluated in terms of its authorship, 
informative value, sincerity, social significance, literary merit, and 
its demand by the public. This book has been appraised by intelligent 
people everywhere as an impressive social document which depicts an un 
fortunate phase of American life. The personal basis of library boards or 
librarians should not play a part in oxcluding a book as important as 
this from library shelves because its frankness of speech my be offensive 
to some. 

In those communities where small minorities or individuals bring 
pressure to bear upon library officials for the suppression of books and 
where narrowness of outlook tends to jeopardize the freedom of the public 
library, those in charge should take a courageous stand and affirm the 


doctrine that the public library belongs to all the people and cannot be 
dictated to by individuals or special: groupse 
We have always boasted of the free public library as one of the 
most democratic institutions in American life. If we are to keep it so, 
it remains with us to be constantly vigilant and fearless in the face of 
any assaults that may be madc against its freedom," Lee Zimmerman 
Minnesota Libraries, March 1940, 





— ; 
"BOOKS" (RIPPLING RHYMES ) I sit me down in sylvan nooks and read 
about a million books, of every mortal kind; and some are tales of Nick, 
the Sluth, and some are loaded down with truth, and they improve my mind. 
I read all kinds of printed junk, the good, the noble and the punk, the 
ancient and the new; and men who see me reading slop predict that if I do 
not stop, my head will go askew. All kinds of books I buy and hoard, and 
I'm the guy who's never bored, to whom no days sccm long; I sce my neigh- 
bors groan and yawn, and wish the weary hours were gone, the hours that 
seem all wrong. I sec impationt people go to dance, to concert or to show, 
to pass the cve away; and I sit happily at home and read some large and 
mildewod tome that makes my spirit gay. And on the cold and stormy nights 
I have at hand the rare delights that never stale or pall; I walk with 
grand old sccrs and bards through cloisters or in castle yards where 
sounds the herald's call. "“Amusementi"is the. modern cry; "Iet us be 
entertainod or die," the maudlin millions plead; but I don't care for 
tinsel shows, for ragtimo noiso, or things like those, for I have learned 
to read, Walt Mason. 
(Copied from an Oregon State Library reprint ) 
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